i. Introduction Suppose we call "normative" any system based on a set of constraints (whether pragmatic, semantic, or syntactic). Input that violates the constraints of a system could be termed "ill-formed". Sondheimer and Weischedel (1980) (Granger, et al., 1983 ) and intelligent computer-assisted language instruction (Weiachedel, et al., 1978) .
Proper response to an ill-formed input depends on the application environment and the user. For example, suppose a presupposition of an input is incorrect according to the computer model. In a language instruction environment, the system should correct the erroneous input, informing the student of the cause of the error; this makes sense since students are error prone in learning a language.
In data base access, the system might inform the user of the false presupposition and suggest alternative queries (Kaplan, 1978) , since the user does not usually benefit from the empty set as a response.
On the other hand, in the application Granger is investigating, the system should check an assumption it has made regarding the incomplete text and try an alternative, since the inconsistency may stem from an assumption the system made in completing fragmentary input. 
The role of constraints

